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Attention SLPS! Did you know that honorees for the Spirit of Excellence Award come directly from Spotlight News? Did you know that ideas for district press releases, media advisories, and web postings come from Spotlight News as well? Did you know that Spotlight News is shared with more than 4,500 recipients on a weekly basis?  
The Office of Public Information wants to publicize your school, but is only able to do so with your help. Please send information to Julie Linder by emailing Julie.Linder@slps.org.  All information submitted about the success of students, staff, programs, etc. will be included in Spotlight News unless previously published. 
Headline News

· St. Louis Public Schools deserves a fresh look with an open mind
· Gateway’s FIRST Robotics Team on Fox 2 with Tim Ezell
· http://www.fox2now.com/videobeta/71f080f7-0383-4b35-8a5a-ea94cd659780/Entertainment/Soccer
· Each One Teach One celebrates 10 years of tutoring area kids ...
· Preparing students to succeed in high One of the biggest barriers (page 2 story ScrapArtsMusic and K-12 students explore the physics of sound” page 3 photo Zara Graves, Metro student)
· High schools compete in Culinary Cook-Off
Ethel Hedgeman Lyle coverage 
· Amid Budget Crisis, St. Louis Schools Will Bail Out Failing ... (104.1)
· Update: Ethel Hedgeman Lyle to stay open for a month; Will be run by St. Louis Public (Post Dispatch)
· Ethel Hedgeman Lyle Academy to remain open for rest of school year ... (KMOV)
· Amid Budget Crisis, SLPS Will Bail Out Failing Charter School (Fox 2)
· Ethel Hedgeman Lyle Academy loses its Charter  (Globe Democrat)
· School's charter is revoked - STLtoday.com (Post Dispatch)
· Ethel Hedgeman Lyle Academy, a charter school in St. Louis, suddenly shuts its doors (Beacon)
· Education Department: Ethel Hedgeman Lyle Academy School loses charter (KSDK)
April 29th SAB meeting coverage

· St. Louis Beacon - Budget for St Louis Public Schools approved ...(Beacon)
· St. Louis Schools Making Difficult Cuts (KMOV)
· City schools adopt budget, failing charter school (KMOX)

· St. Louis board approves budget that cuts staff, closes schools (Post Dispatch)

· SAB board approves SLPS cuts (St. Louis American)

· St. Louis Public Schools to shut down 6 schools, but takes over troubled charter school (AP)
· City Schools adopt uncertain budget, failing charter school (Globe Democrat)
· Tough cuts coming for the St. Louis Public School District (KSDK)
SLPS News

	
	


· Cleveland Pass In Review
· Dewey International Festival
· Gateway Idol Final 10 2010
· SAB Recognition-Wyllie 4.29.10
· SAB Recognition-Staff 4.29.10
· Stix "Teach Children to Save"
Woodward Students to Perform at Powell Hall
On Tuesday, May 4, Woodward Elementary School's fifth graders will participate in the Link Up program sponsored by Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra.  These students will play their recorders along with the Symphony at Powell Hall on two songs, "Simple Melody," and "Come to Play."  They will also hear the Symphony perform music composed by Leonard Bernstein, Gustav Holst and John Philip Sousa.  Recorders played during the performance were provided through a DonorsChoose.org grant.
Who Do St. Louis Students Love? By, the St. Louis Community Credit Union

To shine a spotlight on a group much de​serving of adoration, St. Louis Community Credit Union launched their first “I Love My Teacher” contest for area schools in February. Students and parents stopped by the eight St. Louis Community branch​es to fill out an entry form and let their teachers know how much they appreciated them. The teachers won a $50 visa gift card, and the students of each of the winning teachers won a pizza party and a Junior Achievement in-school financial educa​tion presentation for their entire class. 

Please congratulate: Mr. Dax Stausing, Carr Lane; Ms. Karen Younger, Carr Lane; and Mr. Greg Bippen, Clyde C. Miller Career Academy
Artist-In-Training Recital Brings Scholarships to SLPS Students
The Opera Theatre-St. Louis’ nationally acclaimed Artist-In-Training program held its annual solo recital Sunday, April 25th, at the Sheldon Concert Hall.  At stake were thousands of dollars of scholarship awards targeted at furthering students’ future study of opera in college.  Vocalists from the entire metropolitan area auditioned last fall for a position in the AIT program, which offers private voice lessons and special opportunities to study opera.    Allison Felter, Education Director for Opera Theatre, said, “SLPS kids were fantastic!” Congratulations to the following gifted musicians:
· Symonne Sparks, from Soldan, took the prestigious Marielle Huber award for $1,750.  

· Central VPA student, Ciera Marcano, won 4th prize for $500.  

· Honorable mention awards of $100 each went to Central VPA students- Elizabeth Mitchell and Donnice Schilling.


Partnership Spotlight:  Springboard and Jefferson Elementary
Published in Interchange’s April 26th Newsletter

· Teaching artist Kirsten McKeown is working with teachers Carol Petty and Leslie Jones teaching rhythm and rhyme to preschool children at Jefferson Elementary. The residency engages students in movement to teach pre-literacy skills. 

· Springboard artist Allison Trombley is working with Wanicha Disharoon and Minnie Lowe to teach creative writing to 3rd grade students. During the residency, students are exploring the concept of heroism through individual and group writing exercises about heroes. Allison is also helping Interchange to document in-school residencies so complete lessons are available on the Interchange web site. 

· Students in Ms. Thomas’ 6th grade class at Jefferson Elementary have written an original script based on the work of William Shakespeare. Students learned about plot, character, settings, dialogue and tragedy with help from teaching artists Anna Blair and Karen Cross from St. Louis Shakespeare Festival. Visual artists Leigh Hanna of Springboard and Teresa Corby of COCA are helping with the set, props and costumes. The resulting play, The Death of Royalty, will be performed at Jefferson on May 25.

Soaring Eagle Shout-Outs

· A SOARING EAGLE SHOUT-OUT TO IAN MARTINEZ-CASSMEYER, DONNICE SCHILLING, ELIZABETH MAHOOD, DESTINY REESE, CAMRON ROSS, AMIRAH GARWOOD, new members of the National Honor Society for the 2010-2011 school year!  These students have made scholarship, leadership, character, and service an important part of their lives.  They will be honored at a special induction ceremony on Wednesday, May 19th at 6 PM.   

· A SOARING EAGLE SHOUT-OUT TO the following students who represented Central VPA at the SLPS district Math Contest on Saturday, April 17: SHAWN LANGE and WENDY WILLIAMS for Algebra 150; MAYA VONGNARATH and LORRI LEONG for Advanced Algebra; and ANGELINA HARKE-HOSMANN for Trigonometry.  These math scholars took time out their weekend to compete against students from throughout the district.  

· A SOARING EAGLE SHOUT-OUT TO TEVIN RICE, DAIJA BUCHANAN, and DAVID HEDGES who were honored last week as finalists in the Express the Music writing contest ceremony at Powell Symphony Hall.  They were honored on the stage in front of a large crowd of friends, family, teachers, parents, city officials, and St. Louis Symphony musicians.  Out of nearly 2000 entries, Tevin, Daija, and David were 3 of only 59 finalists from 18 high schools across St. Louis City and County.  

Sumner Track Program Was Out In Full Force at Ladue Track Meet   

The Sumner Bulldogs made a strong showing at the Ladue Track meet. Two students in particular earned recognition for their performance:  
1st Place- Tellis Smith- Boys 100 Meter Dash Varsity

1st Place- Tellis Smith- Boys 400 Meter Dash Varsity
5th Place-Donesha Belton- Girls Long Jump Varsity
Stix Students Make “Change” a Possibility

Congratulations go to Stix Early Childhood Center’s students, faculty, and staff for raising money through “Pennies for Patients” for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. A grand total of $2,986.04 was raised, with $469.29 coming from the winning class. Special thanks to Ms. Biegler and Mr. Conners for coordinating such a successful campaign. 

Woerner Elementary 5th Graders to visit the Magic Kingdom

By, Carl Nelson

Students in Lora Wissmann’s 5th Grade class are working feverishly to raise funds for a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to visit Disney World in July.  In December, Ms. Wissman read the book “The Kingdom Keepers”, by Ridley Pearson, to her class.  This book is the first in a mystery/adventure series that takes place in Disney World. Wissman said, “The kids LOVED it…I would talk about my personal experiences at Disney…and the kids would just soak it up.  One day, while talking to them, I decided that I wanted to take them there and let them experience the magic for themselves.  This is truly a great group of kids, and I fully believe they deserve this experience.” 

To date, they have raised $4,000 toward their goal.  In addition to candy sales and garage sales, they are hosting a Trivia Night on Friday, May 21st to raise additional funds.   This event features live music and appetizers as well as raffles, and student performances.  “It has been, and will continue to be, a tremendous amount of work for us to pull things together and raise the money, but it will happen. I'm determined.  I want these kids to see that when you put your mind to something, that you can achieve anything.  I want them to see the beauty of Disney, feel the wonder and excitement, and just be kids for a week.  I often feel they are exposed to too much at a young age or have too many responsibilities on their plate.  This week will allow them to be the kids that they are, to forget about their worries, and to see that dreams can come true. I know the trip will provide memories that some will carry with them for the rest of their lives.  And maybe, their lives will be different because of it.  And that is my goal as a teacher, to change lives for the better.”

 “Share the Magic” Trivia Night tickets are $20 per person.  Raffle items include Cardinals baseball tickets, an autographed Rams football, restaurant certificates and much more.  To participate, please contact Woerner Elementary at 314-481-8585.  
Urban Debate League Update

Provided by, Ravi Rao 

Recently two teams from Metro High School represented the Saint Louis UDL at the third annual Chase Urban Debate National Championships in New York City.  Sophomores Emily Luepker and Julia Epplin-Zapf and juniors Kori Struther and Jarron Brady represented St. Louis against a field of 36 teams from 18 Urban Debate Leagues across the nation.

Though both teams faced stiff competition from Leagues much older and more established than our own, both of our teams acquitted themselves admirably.  Emily and Julia won three of six debates, and narrowly missed advancing to the Octafinals.  Kori and Jarron managed to win two of six debates.

Congratulations also go to Emily Luepker for being the first SLUDL student to win a scholarship at Chase Nationals.  Emily was one of only six students selected to take part in the inaugural Rupe Public Demonstration Debate, and was awarded a $750 college scholarship from tournament sponsor Jamba Juice for her hard work.

Central VPA Students Share Their Talents

Published in GEAR UP-St. Louis’ “Happenings”, March/April 2010 Edition
GEAR UP-St. Louis staffers recently began work on the “Learning to Soar” video, intended to serve as a retrospective of the year’s activities, with video and photo highlights from various events. Producers wanted to include some of the many program evaluation comments received from students, family members, teachers and administrators during the year. But where could they find the voiceover talent needed? The answer: “Central Visual and Performing Arts High School!”

Norma Burnett, GEAR UP School Liaison at Central VPA, contacted VPA teacher Cynthia McHugh, who provided three groups of drama students to assist the project. Like the professionals they are studying to become, the students approached the performance very seriously. They listened as the producers explained the purpose of the project and demonstrated the video and audio equipment to be used. They studied their scripts and rehearsed the readings, practicing different emphases. Some did more than one “take” just to be sure the performance was at its best. 

As each student completed the recording, “audience” members clapped to show encouragement and approval. GEAR UP-St. Louis adds its applause to theirs for the teacher, Ms. McHugh, and her talented students for their assistance and another job well done!
Carnahan and Roosevelt Students Tour Atlanta Campuses

Published in GEAR UP-St. Louis’ “Happenings”, March/April 2010 Edition
During their recent spring break (March 14-17), 36 Carnahan and Roosevelt high school juniors joined two parents, six teachers and GEAR UP staffers on a field trip to Atlanta, Georgia. The purpose of the trip was to allow students to visit several historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs), as well as nearby traditional universities. Guided tours during the trip included:

—Spelman College, America’s oldest HBC for women; 4-year liberal arts college offering 26 majors and 25 minors;

—Morehouse College, America’s only private, all male HBC; its notable graduates include Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Spike Lee, and many others;

—Clark Atlanta, a private 4-year HBU, offering undergraduate, graduate, specialist and doctoral professional degrees and certificate programs; 

—Georgia Tech, a public, coeducational research institution, ranked among the top 10 public universities in the US for the last 10 years; and

—Emory University, a private research university with four undergraduate divisions and nine graduate and professional schools
The trip also featured meetings with college admissions representatives; cultural and historical tours of the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site; and a tour of Downtown Atlanta.

Asked to describe the impact of the experience, GEAR UP School Liaison for both Carnahan and Roosevelt Stephen Anderson explained, “This college tour will be remembered as a powerful, inspirational, fun-filled experience by all who were there. The students discovered a warm, accepting atmosphere in which to thrive and reach their full potential. Through this experience, they will have a solid foundation upon which to make the very best college choice.”
SLPS Graduate Inducted into National Teachers Hall of Fame

Dr. Erlene B. Nelson, a graduate from Sumner High School, is a 2010 inductee into the National Teachers Hall of Fame.  An educator since 1958, Dr. Nelson believes that “teaching is not stagnant, for to be an exemplary teacher, she must be student herself, forever learning the latest that educational research has to offer from the teachers who were once our students.”  Dr. Nelson will travel to Emporia, Kansas and Washington D.C. June 16-20 for a series of induction events. The story of her career will be on permanent display at The National Teachers Hall of Fame gallery in Emporia. 
Upcoming Events
Careers on Wheels

The Division of Career and Technical Education will again provide the Careers on Wheels program to seven schools this spring.  This is an elementary career program at the school site designed to give children information about a variety of careers that use a vehicle on the job.  Some of the companies participating are:  St. Louis City Fire Department, St. Louis City Police Department, MO State Highway Patrol Helicopter, MO State Dept of Conservation, Happy Tails, St. Louis Science Center, St. Louis City Streets Dept., Laclede Gas, MODOT, St. Louis City Building/Lead Department, St. Louis City Forestry Department, and the MO State Water Patrol.  

This program helps students see the connection between school subjects and how they are applied in the world of work.  Students meet positive career role models.  The programs are held on the school yard in the morning between 9:00 AM and 12:00 Noon.  Following is the schedule of programs for May:


May 6 – Mason 


May 7 – Cote Brilliante


May 12 – Lexington


May 14 – Stix ECC


May 18 – Patrick Henry


May 19 – Gallaudet


May 21 - Woodward

In the event of inclement weather, the program will be cancelled and rescheduled in the fall.  If you have any questions, contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, at 345-5715.

Clyde C. Miller Kicks Off Spring Plant Sales

On Friday, May 7th, the greenhouse at Clyde C. Miller Career Academy, 1000 N. Grand, will be open from 2:00-4:00pm to sell a variety of indoor and outdoor plants. All proceeds are used to benefit the Miller Career Academy FFA Chapter. 
SLPS Students “Go for the Gold” 
Approximately 275 SLPS Special Education students will be participating in the Special Olympics Spring Track and Field Meets. Opening Ceremonies begin with the running of the Olympic Torch around the track. 

Date: May 12th
Time: 10:00am

Location: Cardinal Ritter High School

Date: May 14th
Time: 10:00am

Location: Affton High School

Special thanks to First Student Bus Company for providing bus service for the meets. 
National School Nurse Day

Date: Wednesday, May 12th 

National School Nurse Day is a day of recognition and appreciation for all the SLPS school nurses who strive to provide the best health care services to enrolled students and staff working in the district. 
Carr Lane’s Second Annual Silent Art Auction 

Date: Thursday, May 13th
Time: 5:00-7:30pm

Location: Carr Lane, 1004 N. Jefferson, in the dance studio

Notes: Refreshments will be provided, only cash accepted, and all proceeds received will be split between artists and Carr Lane’s Visual Art Department
Roosevelt High School to Host 4th Annual Day of Love

Date: Friday, May 14th

Time: 10:00am-2:00pm

Come celebrate Roosevelt student accomplishments with fellowship, fun and food. Show Roosevelt Family Pride by wearing the school colors of red and white.   

Save the Date! The 3rd Annual McKinley C.J.A. 8th Grade Science Award Night

When:  Friday, May 14, 2010
Where:  Washington University Farrell Center on Euclid at Barnes Jewish Plaza

Time:  6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Invited guests: All 8th grade students & two guests

Ready Readers to Host “St. Louis Reads Day” at Stix Elementary 

On May 14, Ready Readers will discuss with preschool children the importance of reading and distribute a copy of Curious George Visits the Library to every child attending the 43 Early Childhood Education Programs in the St. Louis Public Schools.

At 9:30 am, "St. Louis Reads" day will begin with Curious George, the Man with the Yellow Hat and volunteers arriving at the first preschool, Stix Early Childhood Center, 647 Tower Grove Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110.  They will be driving a truck filled with 1500 copies of Curious George Visits the Library to be read by a Ready Reader. Inside each copy distributed to students will be a bookmark describing the St. Louis Public Library summer reading programs. 
“Curious George” and “the Man with the Yellow Hat” will visit each classroom and distribute a book to each child.  After the opening event, volunteers will distribute the remaining books to the children in the other 42 preschools.
Pierre Laclede Accelerated Education Drive

Date: May 20, 2010

Time: 9:00am- 12:00pm (9am-10am set-up 10am-12pm exhibits open for students)

Location: Pierre Laclede Assembly Hall, 5821 Kennerly Ave.

Sponsored by Pierre Laclede Elementary School and Mount Beulah Church

Monroe eMints Academy Annual Health, Wellness & Safety Festival
Where: 3641 Missouri Ave

When: May 21, 2010

Time: 9:00- 2:00 p.m.

Invited guest: Students, Parents, & Community

Participants: St. Louis Heath Department, Children’s Hospital, City Recreational Centers, St. Louis Police & Fire Department, Boy & Girl Scouts, Red Cross, Ameren UE and many, many more.
Sumner Welcomes Coach Robert "Bobby" Williams as Graduation Speaker

Date: May 29th, 2010

Time: 6:00p.m.

Sumner High School proudly welcomes Robert “Bobby” Williams, Sumner Alumni-Class of 1977. Coach Williams earned notoriety as the first black football head coach at Michigan State University and the only second black football head coach in the history of the Big Ten football conference. After stints as an assistant coach with the Detroit Lions and Miami Dolphins, he currently serves on the coach staff as an assistant coach for the 2009 NCAA Division I-A National Champion, Alabama Crimson Tide.

Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

Summer Internship Opportunities

The 2010 scholarship application for the Saint Louis Attractions Association is now available.  Any graduating high school senior or undergraduate college student may apply (that meets a few other criteria) for internships at a variety of organizations including the Butterfly House, Gateway Arch Riverfront, the Missouri Botanical Garden, and more.  Please visit http://www.stlattractions.org/content/downloads/SLAA_Internship_Booklet_2009.pdf
 The deadline to apply is June 30, 2010. 

In support of one of our own

Dr. Hamid Azimiaraghi, Director of Athletics and Activities, Soldan International Studies High School, is battling leukemia, and in need of a bone marrow transplant.  Anyone interested in being a possible donor is encouraged to sign up online by registering with the "Be the Match" registry at www.bethematch.org.  Interested individuals should then click on the "Join Online" link, enter their personal information, and enter the Promo Code "Eagle Scout."  Additional information can be found at www.paci.org.  
SLPS Has a College Scholarship Website!!!

SLPS and College Summit have worked hard to bring SLPS students scholarship information. 
http://www.slps.org/19621051994641723/site/default.asp
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